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The Apostasy of Israel and the Mission to the
Gentiles

Translation: Romans 11

Translation: Romans 11

1 Aéyw odv, un &nwonto 0 Bedg TOV Aadv adTOD; Un Yévolto® kol yop éyw TopamAltng elpl, éx
omépuatog "APpaay, Gpuific Beviapiv.

Now | say, “Did God reject His people? May it never be! For also | am an Israelite, from

the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.”

2 o0k 4mWoato 0 Bedg TOv Awov abTod OV Tpoéyvw. T olk oldute év "HAlx ti Aéyer 7 ypadn
, WC EVTLYYaVEL TG Beq kate ToD Topanh;

God did not reject his people who he knew beforehand. Or do you not know in the story
about Elijah? What does the Scripture say, as he intercedes to God against Israel?

&v "HAilg - instrumental év - see BDF pp.117-118.

3 kUpLe, TOUG TPOPNTEC OOV GTEKTELVAY, TG BLOLAOTNPLL 00V KoTéokalow, Kayw LTEAELGOMY
wovog kel ¢nrodowy Tty Yuynmv wov.
“Lord, they killed your prophets, destroyed your altar and | was left alone and they are

seeking my soul.”

4 aAA TL A€yel adT@ O XPMUKTLOMOC, KOTEALTOV EUOULTE €mTakloylilovg &vdpag, oltiveg olk
écopfier yovu Tt Baa.
But what does the reply say to him? | have left to myself seven thousand men, who did

not bend the knee to Baal.”

5 oUTwg 00V Kal €V T¢) VOV Kalp@ A€TUPe Kot' EKAOYTV XUPLTOG YEYOVED:
Now, in this manner also in the present time, there has been a remnant because of
gracious election.

kat’ — it can function as causual in this case (see BDAG 59).

xapitog — probably as genitive of description called attributive genitive.



bl 6\ 4 b ’ b b4 b \ € 4 3 ’ ’ 4
6 €l O€ YOPLTL, OUKETL €€ €PYWV, €TEL T) XOPLG OUKETL YLVETOL YOPLG.

And if it is by grace, then no longer is from works, otherwise, grace is no longer grace

7 TiL obv; 0 émlnrel ’Topand, To0to OUK €TMéTuyer, T o€ €KAOYM €métuyer: ol &¢ AoLmol
ETWPWOMoY,
What now? What Israel is seeking, it did not obtain, but the chosen obtained. And the

rest ones were made stubborn.

8 kabwg yéypamtal: €dwker adTolc 0 Bedg Tredua kotavVEewe, 0GBaAnole ToD un PAéTeELY Kol
Wt ToD PN dkoveLy, €wg TAG onuepor MUépoC.
Just as it is written, “God has given them a spirit of stupor, eyes so that they may not
see and ears so that they may not hear, until the present day.”

toD un + infinitive = result.

Cf. Romans 3:4 and 10:15 for the use | believe to be right in dealing with ka6ac

9 kol Aauld Aéyel: yeundtw 1 tpomela adTOV €ig Toyldo kol elg OMpar Kol €l okovdaAoy
kol €lg dvtamodopn cdTOoLE,

And David says, “let their table become snare and trap and stumbling block and
retribution to them.”

Fvopal + el¢ functions as a predicate nominative — BDAG ¢i¢ 8aa.

10 okotLobntwoor oL O0pBaAuol adTAV ToD um PAEMELY Kol TOV VATOV abTOV Sl TUVTOg
oUykopov.

Let their eyes be darkened so that the may not see and bend their back forever.

11 Aéyw odv, pun éntaioar (va TEOWOLY; UN YEVOLTO' GAAL TG adTOV TaPATTWUATL 1) OWTnpLle
T0l¢ €Bveaiy ei¢ 0 mapalnAdontl wdTOUG.

Now | say, “Did they not stumble in order that they might fall? May never be! But
through their sin, salvation was to the gentiles in order to make them jealous.”

eic 10 + Infinitive = purpose.



12 el 8¢ 10 Tapamtoue adTOV TA0DTOC KOOWOL kol TO NTTNUe adT@V TAoDTOC €0VAY, TO0W Ui
AAoV TO TANPWHE KOTOV.
But if their sin was the riches of the world and their failure the riches of the gentiles, by

how much more is their fulness?

13 DUl &€ Aéyw TOlg €0veaiLy: €’ OooV WEV oDV elpl €yw €0v@Y GmOoTOAOg, TNV SLaKOVLOY OV
dofalw,

But | am speaking to you, Gentiles. To the degree that indeed now | am an apostle of
the Gentiles, | glorify my ministry.

¢d’ doov — marker of number or measure - BDAG £ttt 13.

14 €l To¢ TapalNAWow KoL TNV OapKe Kol 000w TLVaG €€ adTdv.
If somehow | might make jealous my flesh and then | will save some out of them.
Tapalniwow ... owow - Subjunctive followed by future to indicate some further

consequence. (see BDF paragraph 369 (3)).

15 €l yop 1 &moPoAN adTAV KaTEAAXYT) KOOWOU, TLC 1) TPOOANUYLS €l un (wr) ék vekpdy;
For if their rejection is reconciliation of the world, what is the acceptance if not life from
the dead?

bl \ € b \ 3 ’ \ \ 4 \ bl € e/ 3 ’ \ ¢ ’
16 €L € 1 amopyn oyle, kol TO GUpope: Kol €L 1 pLle aylo, Kol oL KAadOL.

But if the fruit is holy, so is the lump. And if the root is holy, so are the branches.

17 EL &€ tweg OV KASWY €EekAaotnoar, oL 8¢ GypLeAnLog WV évekevtplodng év adtolg Kol
ouykoLvwrog thg PLCng thg motnTog Thg EAnlag €yévou,
But if some of the branches were broken off, but you, although being a wild olive tree,
were grafted among them and sharer of the root with its oily riches of the olive tree
aypLéiatog @v - concessive participle.
métrog - TILOTNC - “the root with its rich sap of the cultivated olive tree” (BDAG,

p. 814). And it is a attributive genitive.



18 un katokoLy® TOV KAGSWY: €l 8¢ Katokavydonl ob oL Ty pilav Paotalelg aArk 1 PLle O€.
Do not boast over the branches. But if you are to boast, you do not support the root, but

the root you.

19 épeic obv: €EekAaodnoor kAadoL v éyw €ykertpLod®.

Now you will say, “the branches were broken off in order that | might be grafted.”

20 koA®¢ TH amLotie EEexAoodnoay, ob 6¢ Tf TloTel €otnkag. Un DYmAd Gpovel dArx dofod:
Well said! They were broken off on account of unbelief, but you have stood by faith. Do
not be proud but fear!
T amotie ... tf mloter - causal dative (see BDF 196 (1)). But maybe the faith of
the gentiles may be rendered as instrumental dative since it is a relationship with
God.

21 el yop 0 6e0¢ TV koth PpuoLY KAMSwY oUk €édeloato, [Un mwe] obde 0od deloetal.

For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither He will spare you.

\

22 18e olv ypnotOTNTe Kol GmoToploay Oeod: €Ml ey TOUG TEOOVTOG GTOTOMLX, €Tl &€ oF
XPNOTOTNG O€0D, €V EMLUEVTC TH XPMOTOTNTL, €MEL Kol OV €KKOTMOT).

Therefore, see the kindness and severity of God. Indeed, severity upon those who
have fallen, and kindness of God upon you, if you continue in kindness, otherwise you

also will be cut off.

23 KakelvoL 8€, €V Un EMLUEVWOLY T GTLOTLY, €éykevTplodnoovtal: Suvatodg yop €0ty O Beg
TOALY €YKevTplonl adTOVC.
And those also, if they do not remain in unbelief, then they will be grafted. For God is

powerful to graft them again.

bl \ \ b ~ \ / b ’ b ’ \ \ / b ’ b
24 €L yoap ov ek THC Kot GUOLY €EekOTnC aypLeAdlov kol Tape GUOLY €VekevTplodng €L

KeAALEA@LOY, TOOR WaAAlov obToL ol kot ¢puoLy éykevtpiobnoovtal Tf L8le €Aale.



For if you, from what is by nature a wild olive tree, were cut off and contrary to nature
you were grafted into cultivated olive tree, how much more they who are natural

branches will be grafted in their own olive tree.

25 00 yap Oédw UVWag ayvoely, adeidol, TO puotnplor todto, tve pmn fte [map] €avtolg
dpovipoL, 6Tl TWpwoLg &mo pépovg t@ TopamA yéyover dxpL o0 TO TANPWHE TOV EBVQY
€loerdn

For | do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, about this mistery, in order that you might
not be wise to yourselves, because hardening has come partially to Israel until the
fullness of the Gentiles might enter.

axpt ob + subjunctive = “until.”

€ /4

26 kol oUtwg TG TopamA owbnoetal, kabwg yéypamtal: NEeL €k LLwY O PLOMEVOg, GmooTpéfel
aoePetog amo Takwp.
And in this way all Israel will be saved, just as it is written, “The rescuer has come from

Zion, He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob.

27 kol abtn adTolg 1) mop’ Euod SLadnkm, OTow AGEAWUAL TOC GUaPTLHG VTGV,
And this is the covenant made/given by me to them., when | take away their sins.

map’ &uov - see BDAG Ttop& A3b.

28 kot pev 10 €DayyéALor €xBpol 8L DUAG, kate 8¢ THY €KAOYNY &yammTol SLi TOUG TaTépag:
Indeed according to the gospel, enemies because of you, but according to the election,
beloved ones because of the fathers.

29 duetapéinta yop To xeplopate kel 1 kAfolg tod Beod.

For the gift and the call of God are irrevocable

30 GoTep yop Luelg mote fmeLbNonte Q) Be®, viv &€ NAendnte T ToUTwY dmeLBely,
For just as you once disobeyed God and now received mercy on account of their

disobedience.

M) amebelq - causal dative (see BDF 196).



31 oUtwg kal obtoL viv Amelbnoar t¢) Uetépw €Aéel, Tva kal adtol [VDv] édendroLv.
So also they have now disobeyed on account of mercy, in order that you might also
receive mercy.

TG Luetépw - causal dative (see BDF 196).

32 ouvékeloer yap 0 Bedg ToLg Tavtag €l¢ amelBelar, Ty TOLG TAVTHG EAENOT).

For God shut up all to disobedience, in order that He might have mercy on all.

33 "Q Pabogc mAoUTOL Kal codlog Kol yrwoewg Beod w¢ avefepadvnte T Kplpeto odTOD Kol
aveELyvicotol ol 660l ahToD.
O the depth of the riches and of the wisdom and of the knowledge of God! How

unsearchable are his judgements and inscrutable his ways!

’ \ b4 ~ ’ . N ’ / b ~ b ’ .
34 ti¢ yap €yvw vobr kuplov; 1 Tig oLUPoVAOG cUToD €Y€EVeETO;

For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?

N ’ ’ 2 ~ \ b ’ 3 ~
351 TLC MPOEdWKEY LT, KoL CVTHTOO0ONOETAL KUTE;

Or who has given to Him beforehand, and will be repayed by Him?

36 0TL €€ abtod kal 617 ahtod kel €lg abtov To Tovte: adt® N 80fw €ig ToLg aldveg, auny.
Because from Him and through Him and for Him are all things. To Him be the glory

forever, amen.1

T A special thanks to my seminary brother, Tiago Baia for his time spent in helping me in Translate
Romans 11.



Outline: Romans 11, the Apostasy of Israel for the Mission of the Gentiles

I. The Apostasy and Remnant of a Hardened Israel (1-10)
A. The Election of a Remnant from Israel (1-6)
1. Israel’s history (1-2a)
2. Israel’s apostasy (2b-4)
3. Israel’s remnant (5-6)
B. The Hardening of Israel (7-10)
1. Israel’s failure (7)
2. Israel’s harden - by God (8-10)
Il. The Mission to the Gentiles (11-24)
A. Salvation to the Gentiles- Israel’s stumbling (11-12)
B. Mission to the Gentiles - Israel’s jealously (13-16)
C. Warning to the Gentiles - Israel’s broken off (17-24)
1. Gentiles nourish off the same root that Israel did (17)
2. Gentiles do not be arrogant to the broken off branches (18-24)
lll. God’s Plan for Israel’s Salvation (25-32)
A. God’s “mystery” when “All Israel will be saved” (25-27)
1. Gentiles’ fullness (25)
2. Israel’s salvation (26-27)
B. God’s “mercy on all” of Israel (28-32)
Doxology of God’s Plan for His People (33-36)
A. “Oh” “The Mind of the Lord” (33-35)
B. “From Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things” (36)



Introduction
When considering the Book of Romans, it is evident that it is filled with

theology as it focuses on topics including Election, Perseverance, Justification,
Predestination, and Calling. But when coming to Romans 11 in particular,
theology becomes even more specific. This chapter looks at the following: Why
Israel is broken off; Is there a difference between the Gentiles and Israel or are
they the same?; What is the “root” in verse 167?7; Why exactly did God harden the
nation of Israel?; Why does Paul quote Elijah and David?; Is the church today
making the Jews jealous or acting much like the same?; Is there another chance
for the nation of Israel?; How does Israel’s disobedience lead to the Gentiles’
mercy? These are just some of the major questions brought out in the text. Even
the “Doctor” — Martyn Lloyd-Jones — saw this hardship while dealing with this
text, and as he starts his commentary on Romans 11 he says, “/In many ways |
would say that it is much more difficult than either chapter 9 and 10.”2 However,
what happens in these central chapters (Romans 9-11) sheds much light on the
purpose behind Israel’s apostasy as a nation, and the mission of God going forth
to the Gentiles. In all of the theology that that is packed into these very important
chapters of Romans one question should come to thought, “Did God make it that
His own nation (Israel) would apostatize from Him?” And if that answer is yes,

then “Why would God harden His own nation, so that they would do this?”

2 D. M. Lloyd-Jones, Romans: Chapter 11. (Banner of Truth Trust: Carlisle, 1998), p. 1. Cf. Pages 1-6
for D. M. Lloyd-Jones’s general introduction on the nation of Israel before dealing critically with Romans
1.



When dealing with Romans 11 it is good to keep these questions in the
back of your mind, especially while looking at the subject of Israel’s hardening
bringing forth the gospel to the Gentiles. Dr. George Eldon Ladd brings the point

of this chapter together when he states in his New Testament Theology:

“The rejection of Christ by Israel and its subsequent fall was not a mere accident of
history but a factor in God’s redemptive purpose - an event in Heilsgeschichte. Even in
the rejection of Israel, God had a purpose: that by Israel’s fall, salvation might come to
the Gentiles (Rom.11:11). Then Paul makes a key statement: “Now if the fall of them be
the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles, how much
more their fullness?” (11:12).3

How does a Calvinist explain something like this? How can one minute person
say that God does not wish for apostasy (His people to leave Him), and yet the
next minute say that God Himself made His people apostatized from Him?

Romans 11 helps to shed light on this theological issue.

3 George Eldon Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament. (Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, 1993), p. 607.



Exposition

THE APOSTASY AND REMNANT OF A HARDENED ISRAEL (1-10)
The Election of a Remnant from Israel (1-6)

Psalm 94:14-15 states:

“For the LORD will not forsake his people; he will not abandon his heritage; for justice will return
to the righteous, and all the upright in heart will follow it.”

Romans 11: 7-10 states:

“What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were
hardened, as it is written, God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would not see and ears that
would not hear, down to this very day. And David says, Let their table become a snare and a trap,
a stumbling block and a retribution for them; let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see,
and bend their backs forever.”

When dealing with Romans 11, a question arises and stands out: How could God
possibly allow the apostasy of His own physical nation, Israel, let alone do it Himself,
when He had promised beforehand to never forsake His people? There seems to be
quite a contradiction between Scriptures, because how can Paul say in Romans 11:7-10
that Israel was hardened into apostasy when David writes in Psalm 94:14-15 about how
the LORD'’s relationship with His people will never be forsaken? The answer to this is
actually rather easy, in that God’s plan for the redemption of His people throughout
history included more than physical Israel. Paul has given us the answer already in
Romans 9:6-7:

“But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel
belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but through
Isaac shall your offspring be named.”

Not all of “Israel” is from the actual physical nation of Israel. But how does that help

answer our question? The answer lies in the fact that God’s people are not held to a



specific ethnic group, but are all of mankind. This means that a Gentile can reap the
benefits of the gospel by becoming a believer and obtain the same benefits that were
promised to Abraham and given to Isaac. In God’s redemptive historical plan, He
worked in such a way that the apostasy of the nation of Israel would bring forth the
mission of the gospel to the Gentiles. To put it in the simplest way possible — to fulfill
God’s plan for the gospel to go forth to all the nations in order to bring in all of His elect
(both physical and spiritual Israel) He had to harden His chosen nation of people, so
that they would be made jealous and watch the mission of God proclaim the gospel to
all of His Israel — that is, His people.

Remember that here we are looking at Israel’s apostasy (Romans 9:20-10:21)
and how that sent forth a mission to the Gentiles, and not the main thrust of Romans 11,
which | believe to be about Israel's future. When coming to the beginning of Romans 11
Paul, as he does many times throughout the book of Romans, begins chapter 11 with a
question: “I ask, then, has God rejected his people?’ He then answers by saying, “By no
means!” The importance of this is that one can understand that although Israel as a
nation has apostatized, they still have a future. Their rejection of God, the Son of God,
and the gospel has not brought them to an end for all time, but has blinded them for the
time being in order that the gospel can be sent forth to all of the nations.

Paul starts the chapter with God’s rejection/Israel's apostasy for several reasons:

* There is a future for Israel
* Paul identifying himself as a Jew

* God does not chase away His people



These are each important, as Paul will continue throughout the rest of the chapter to
talk about these subjects. He looks at the first issue, assuring that there is still a future
for Israel after the Gentiles have come in. Secondly, Paul identifies himself as a Jew
coming from the seed of Abraham, to explain to his audience that one who may still be a
Jew today can come to the gospel and partake of the salvation in Christ Jesus. Thirdly,
Paul wants it to be made known that even though Israel is hardened and jealous of what
the Gentiles have in the gospel, God does not forget “His people whom He foreknew.” It
is of utmost importance to understand here that Paul does not say this of Israel as a
nation or a race, but it is Israel’s elect that are foreknown. This is important because
Paul is not referring to the whole nation that had apostatized, saying that they will all be
saved; rather, he speaks of a remnant of those who are God’s “people whom He
foreknew” that will come back to Him for the Jewish race.# This is the same word
‘foreknew’ which Paul used earlier on, in Romans 8:26: “For those whom he foreknew
he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be
the firstborn among many brothers.” We know that Paul is only referring to those that
are the “foreknown” as the remnant because instead of talking about the nation as a
whole he goes directly into giving the example of Elijah and the remnant of God’s
people there.5

Paul chooses this unique example of Elijah to show both the apostasy of Israel

as a whole, and also those whom were a part of a believing remnant at Elijah’s time.

4 Douglas Moo, NICNT: The Epistles to the Romans. (Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, 1996), p. 674-5 for
there he deals with the importance of why Paul refers to “the foreknew” instead of continuing to use
“Israel.” Also see Charles Hodge, Romans. (The Banner of Truth Trust: Carlisle, 1972), p. 354 for his
dealing with the different senses of the term “foreknew.”

5 Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans. Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, 1987), p. 398-405 addresses the
importance behind Paul’s use of Elijah and Israel for his example of a remnant of Israel that is left.



Paul quotes Elijah’s prayer as an example to the Romans — “Lord, they have killed your
prophets, they have demolished your altars, and | alone am left, and they seek my life”
— so that the Romans and today’s Gentile believers would understand that the apostasy
of Israel was planned, just as all things had been before, by the hand of God. As God
had saved a remnant of Israel during the time of Elijah, He has saved a select number
of the nation of Israel today; however, they had to be hardened because of the plan God
had for all of His people — not just the actual physical nation of Israel, but all of Israel,
His children. Similar to Elijah’s time, Paul was writing during the worst of times, when
Israel was covered in apostasy; the whole nation had basically fallen away, left God,
disobeyed the Law, made their own legalistic laws, lost the blessing of God, and
worshipped themselves more than God. They had forgotten what God had done for
them, they had forgotten their heritage from Abraham, they had forgotten their merciful
God that brought them out of Egypt, and the blessings God that gave them (their land,
their King, etc.) as they so wanted. The people of Elijah’s time had apostatized, and it
was no different now; therefore, Paul is showing that Israel’s apostasy as a nation
happened for a reason — it was the plan of God, and it had to happen for the gospel to
leave them as a nation and go forth in its’ mission to all the nations — that is, including
the Gentiles.®

The subject of Israel’s apostasy here enables Paul to bring forth his thoughts and
explain that the nation of Israel had been hardened by God for a purpose. Their
apostasy shows that they had totally left what they had once professed; that those who

had served the one and true God now — at this point in redemptive history — left the true

6 Cf. For a proper view on God’s decree of the Gospel to the Gentiles, Robert Haldane, Geneva Series
of Commentaries: Romans. (Carlisle: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1958), p. 523-5.



God who had done so much for them and kept them time and time again. They had
become this way due to repudiating the faith they had once professed as a nation.

We see in verses 4-5 that God had saved some from apostasy: “/ have kept for
myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal. So too at the
present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace.” The point here is that in the same
way that He had saved some from apostasy before, He is doing so again in order to
remain gracious to His nation. Those who are a part of the remnant are of the elected
grace in which God gives His people, as it says in verse 6, “But if it is by grace, it is no
longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.” But for those
that are not a part of the remnant of Israel, what happens? It is their apostasy which has
blinded the nation as a whole and therefore they no longer see the gospel. It is this
purpose that brings about the difference between the Old and New Covenant, as finally
here the last apostasy of Israel happens, which brings total hardness upon the nation
until “the fullness of the Gentiles has come in” (Romans 11:25).

The Hardening of Israel (7-10)

Paul explains as bluntly as one could exactly what the apostasy of Israel is for.
Since Israel as a whole nation failed to seek God and apostatized from Him, only His
remnant will obtain it; but far worse is that the rest “were hardened,” Paul says in
Romans 11:7.

Israel of the flesh sought salvation in their own way — a way of Law-keeping only,
salvation by their own works of righteousness — and they constantly made rules and
regulations trying to seek salvation in that way, no matter how many times God

continued to save them time after time. They tried to seek their Messiah and obtain



salvation by their works of the Law, and never once came to the understanding that they
could not become right with God by the Law only. Their own works of the Law could not
bring them near — not even close! — to God, and seeking salvation this way was due to
the lack of knowledge Israel had because of their unbelief. But then even worse, when
they left God altogether they no longer had a chance of coming to the gospel at all
anymore, for finally in God’s plan the time was too late — they were now hardened and
cold to Christ. Here it is crucial to mention Paul’s thought from Romans 10:3, as when
looking at Israel’s seeking of righteousness he states: “For, being ignorant of the
righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s
righteousness.” Israel’s hope in obtaining salvation in the Law ended in the Lord Himself
blinding them — because of their sin — from His blessing, because of His overall plan for
the gospel. What that exactly is, is something we will deal with later in this chapter; but
for now it is important to look at what Paul quotes in verses 8-10: “As it is written, God
gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would not see, and ears that would not hear,
down to this very day.” Here Paul is bringing together the text of Isaiah 29:10 and
Deuteronomy 29:4, saying that God is the one that has hardened Israel so they would
apostatize and not see nor hear of the truth in Christ — that is, the gospel. This is why
Israel failed in what it was to seek; in their apostasy they were blinded because of God’s
plan for not only His nation, but for all of His people.

Paul uses a prayer from King David (from Psalm 69:22-23) to show their
apostasy, saying, “Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a
retribution for them; let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, and bend their

backs forever.” For what purpose does Paul have in quoting this from David to the



Romans? It is to show the judgment which is to come upon God’s chosen people for
their sin and unbelief of Christ. Thomas Schreiner makes this important point when he
states: “Paul strengthens the emphasis on the activity of God by inserting the phrase
“spirit of stupor.”” The significant meaning Paul is getting across to the Romans is that
this is God’s doing, this is God’s plan, and this was always foreknown. Israel did not
want to hear, see, nor do the Word of God, and because of their apostasy, judgment has
now come upon them as a nation — now their eyes are literally blind to the gospel and
they are bent from the truth of Christ. God turned the blessings He had given to Israel
into the table of blindness and bitterness towards Christ because of their apostasy from
His Word. What Israel had left was the very thing that God had given His people to
follow — the Word of God; the actual words in which He spoke for His fame and His glory
— and they turned their backs toward that, which is something God then used for their
own damnation as He kept their ears and eyes closed to the coming Christ. Schreiner
makes another key point here about Paul’s dealing of Psalm 69, saying the following:

“The very fact that Ps. 69 is quoted is significant since this Psalm is often used or alluded to in the
NT in relationship to the life, ministry, and death of Jesus Christ (Matt. 27:34, 48; Mark 3:21;
15:23, 36; Luke 13:35; 23:36; John 2:17; 15:25; 19:29; Acts 1:20; Rom. 15:23; Heb. 11:26; cf.
Also Phil. 4:3; Rev. 3:5, 16:1).”8

It is extremely thought provoking that David, when saying this in Psalm 69, would
use it as a curse against his enemies, but then here in Romans 11 we see Paul using it
against David’s own lineage — the nation of Israel. Even more interesting is that Paul is
using these Old Testament Scriptures to tell the Romans of the fulfillment in them. But

what fulfillment, and where? Paul seems to be using David’s quote to tell the Romans

7 Thomas Schreiner, ECNT: Romans. Baker: Grand Rapids, 1998), p. 587.

8 Schreiner, ECNT: Romans. p.588.



that the Jews had already not acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ and that their
apostasy had already begun in the fullness as they as a whole nation have
apostatized.® Paul’s prayer here is a prayer that was once used by David as a prayer for
shelter form Israel’s enemies, and is now used as a fulfillment of Paul’s prayer of God’s
judgment upon Israel’s apostasy as a nation. How fitting it would be for Paul to expound
upon the prophecy of Isaiah 6:9-10:

“And he said, “Go, and say to this people: “Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on
seeing, but do not perceive.” Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind
their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their
hearts, and turn and be healed.”
The words of old now have come true, and Israel’s misunderstanding is being revealed
by Paul to the Romans. Jesus Christ Himself spoke to His very own people saying in

Matthew 13:13-16:

“This is why | speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do
not hear, nor do they understand. Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says:
‘You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive. For this
people’s heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have
closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their
heart and turn, and | would heal them.” But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for
they hear.”

Only Christ’s disciples seem to be part of the remnant that could see and could hear

Christ, but the time had come for Israel’s apostasy to usher in something else far

greater than what had taken place over the last 4,000 years among the nation of Israel.
But what great news could come from the apostasy — this falling away, blindness,

and hardening — of the LORD’s chosen nation of people? What is the Lord doing with

9 For an in-depth treatment in dealing with Paul’s use of Ps. 69 Cf. Douglas Moo, NICNT: The Epistle to
the Romans. p. 679-83 and an understanding of Salvation in the Historical sense Cf. Der Brief an die
Romer, teilband 3: Rom 12-16. Evangelisch-Katholischer Kommentar zum Neuen Testament 6/3. Zurich:
Benziger/Neuirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener Verlag.



Israel? Paul makes it known that the Lord must do this because His mission includes
more than physical Israel. His mission of the gospel is to go out to all the nations,
bringing in all of His peoples among the earth. God assures us that the prophecies
which were written in the Old Testament concerning Israel's judgment are for real. No
matter what, things are being fulfilled just as the prophet(s) said they would, and thus
we see Israel’s apostasy as part of this. Paul makes it unquestionable that the Old
Testament spoke of the nation of Israel as it was at the present time. With that regard,
he also brings out the truth that there is harmony and agreement throughout all of
Scripture; as King David’s words were true of the judgment that was to come upon
Israel. We have here in the first ten verses of Romans 11 two main points which Paul
makes about Israel, as he reveals the plan of redemption for God’s chosen elect:

1. Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking

2. Israel apostatized for the final time
The overall point brought to light in verse 10 is that the prophecy of David has been
fulfilled, and that Israel has had their eyes darkened so that they cannot see, and
burdens remain upon them as they bow down their back always because their apostasy

has hardened them too far.

THE MISSION TO THE GENTILES (11-24)
Salvation to the Gentiles — Israel’s stumbling (11-12)

Paul continues to unfold the mysteries of the issue of Israel’s apostasy,
explaining why this falling away has occurred. He first poses a question: “So I ask, did

they stumble in order that they might fall? As Paul so often does, he then answers with



certainty, saying, “By no means! then showing us his reasoning for saying so: “Rather
through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous.”
It is clear through Paul’s words that it was the hand of God that planned the apostasy of
His chosen nation — His chosen people — so that the Gentiles could come to know the
gospel and find salvation in Christ. The apostasy of Israel is what caused the mission of
God to go from a small group of people to spread among all of mankind, going forth
among all the nations, making Himself known in a greater way than ever before. This
enabled all to know the wonderful news which Israel rejected — that Jesus Christ saves!
It should never be that anyone would think that God would blind His own nation for no
purpose, because the truth is that God’s plan is far greater than anyone could imagine;
nothing is done without a purpose. This is what Paul is saying: God gave the Romans
the gospel, but in order to do so, He had to harden His people and make them jealous
by offering the salvation that they wanted to partake in — namely, Jesus Christ their King
— to the Gentiles. Paul is displaying trust in his words; trust that Israel’s apostasy is for a
reason, and that the reason is the mission of God being brought forth to the Gentiles.
The ESV Study Bible explains this in a simple manner, stating:

“Israel's hardening is not the final word. God planned salvation history so that Israel's trespass
would open salvation for the Gentiles, and the Jews in turn would be provoked to jealousy when
they see Gentiles being saved and enjoying a relationship with God.”10

Charles Hodge says,

“As the result and design of the rejection of the Jews was the salvation of the Gentiles, so the
conversion of the latter was designed to bring about the restoration of the former. The Gentiles
are saved in order to provoke the Jews to jealousy.”

Furthermore, Thomas Schreiner explains,

10 The ESV Study Bible. Crossway: Wheaton, 2008), p. 2176.



“The lapse of Israel is part of God’s all-encompassing purpose, for by means of their trespass
salvation has been given to the Gentiles... God planned that the Jews would reject the gospel in
large numbers and in response to their rejection the message was proclaimed to the Gentiles.”1!

It is important to note here that Paul begins this section in parallel style with
verses 1-10 of Romans 11; that is, he first asks a question, answers it, and then gives
his reasoning. Paul makes it clear that the apostasy of Israel was not total, and
therefore, it was not final. The mission which was sent to the Gentiles gave the
promises and blessing of Christ, as was God’s purpose; however, there is even more to
this. Paul makes it clear in his reasoning at the end of verse 11: “Salvation has come to
the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous.” God’s mission is being laid out in Paul’s
theology as follows:

* God’s mission to his covenant Nation (Genesis 12, 15, 17, 20 & 22)
* God’s mission revealed in Jesus Christ (The Gospels)
* God’s mission in hardening Israel because of their Apostasy (Romans 9-11 &

11:1-10)

* God’s mission sent forth to the Gentiles (Romans 11:12-24)
* God’s mission uses the Gentiles to make Israel Jealous (Romans 11:12-14)
* God’s mission sent to Israel (Romans 11:25-32)

Charles Hodge says it best like this:

“The stumbling of the Jews was not attended with the result of their utter and final ruin, but was
the occasion of facilitating the progress of the Gospel among the Gentiles. It was, therefore, not
designed to lead to the former but to the later result. From this very design it is probable that they
shall be finally restored, because the natural effect of the conversion of the Gentiles is to provoke
the emulation of the Jews. That the rejection of the gospel on the part of the Jews was the means
of its wider and more rapid spread among the Gentiles seems to be clearly intimated in several
passages of the New Testament.”12

1 Schreiner, ECNT: Romans, p. 594.

2 Hodge, Romans. p.361.



This is the reason that Luke can say — as he does in Acts — that the message of
salvation was first preached to Israel in order that they might reject it, fulfilling Isaiah’s
prophecy:'3

“But | said, ‘I have labored in vain; | have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my
right is with the LORD, and my recompense with my God.” And now the LORD says, he who
formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be
gathered to him— for | am honored in the eyes of the LORD, and my God has become my
strength—he says: ‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of
Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; | will make you as a light for the nations, that my
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:4-6)

Luke speaks of this in the following verses:

Acts 13:46 - “And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, ‘It was necessary that the word of
God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life,
behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.”

Acts 28:28 — “Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the
Gentiles; they will listen.”

Some may have a hard time grasping that an all-loving God would claim Israel as
His chosen nation and then harden them; it may seem hard to understand how this
could be for good. But Paul, understanding that this would be so, says in verse 12,
“Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the
Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean! The bad news of Israel’s
apostasy was used by God to send forth His mission — the good news of His Son —to
the Gentiles of the world. That is an all-loving God — a God who would use bad and

good to carry out His mission to His people that are of Abraham (Israel) and, as Paul

13 |t is also important to mention here the latter portion of Isaiah’s prophecy 49:8-26 is that of the later
future of Israel that Paul speaks of in Romans 11:25-32.



says, “Isaac” (Gentiles). Out of the apparent evil, the goodness of God’s mission is
always done. The “Doctor” Martyn Lloyd-Jones preached it this way:

“As a result of Jewish unbelief two apparently impossible things follow, namely that the Gentiles
should hear and believe the Gospel and, through that, the Jews might be made desirous of
receiving it.... There is a very great purpose here. God knows what He is doing. He has a plan.” 14

The plan is God’s mission being transferred from inside of one nation to being sent out

to all the nations among the earth. Salvation to the Gentiles has now been placed in the
mission of God, and is still today where the history of redemption is at. The stumbling of
Israel was the salvation to the Gentiles, for it was the apostasy of Israel that brought the

mission of God — the sending the gospel to the Gentiles.

Mission to the Gentiles - Israel’s jealously (13-16)

It is important to understand that it was nothing that the Gentiles had done, nor
could ever do, but only God’s mission that went forth that brought them to believe in the
gospel and receive the blessings of His covenant made with His people. With this
understanding, it is then important to see exactly why God brought His mission forth to
the Gentiles, and how He uses that today with Israel. So far we have seen the following:
Israel’s apostasy as a nation, Israel’s apostasy done by God, Israel’s apostasy used by
God for the mission to the Gentiles, and now here in verses 13-16 of Romans 11 we
see why God has sent forth the gospel to the Gentiles. The reason is seen in verse 14
as Paul says specifically to the Gentiles, “In order somehow to make my fellow Jews
jealous, and thus save some of them.” Paul sees that it is God’s mission to send forth

the Gospel to all the nations in order that His chosen nation Israel would become

14 Lloyd-Jones, Romans: Chapter 11. p.72.



jealous that the Gentiles now reap the blessings of God’s mission, and are enjoying the
message of Christ. This mission is to reach the Gentiles, but in doing so it is also to
Israel as it will “thus save some of them.” It is Paul’s desire that some of his former Jews
would follow him in understanding that God’s mission has laid aside Israel for now, and
went forth to the Gentiles for a purpose.

Paul continues and presents a very unique statement in verse 16, which says, s
“If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so
are the branches.” Paul is referring here back to the Jubilee Law which was the
foreshadowing of Christ’s rest, thus referring to Christ who gives His people — the elect
— His rest.16
The Jubilee Law:

Leviticus 23:16-17 - “You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath. Then you
shall present a grain offering of new grain to the LORD. You shall bring from your dwelling places
two loaves of bread to be waved, made of two tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine flour, and
they shall be baked with leaven, as firstfruits to the LORD.

In these words, Paul seems to be showing that Israel still belongs to Him, and now that
the mission has gone forth to the Gentiles, they are also part of spiritual Israel; therefore
illustrating that Israel, as was in the Old Testament, and spiritual Israel, are both of the

same entities.

Warning to the Gentiles - Israel’s broken off (17-24)

15 Cf. For how this illustration fits into the Future of Israel Barry Horner, Future Israel: Why Christian
Anti-Judaism Must Be Challenged. Ed. E. Ray Clendenen (Nashville: Tennessee, 2004), p. 258.

16 Cf. For further explanation of this in Moo, NIC: Romans, p. 697-701 and Schriner, ECNT: Romans. p.
599-601.



When coming to Romans 11:17, Martyn Lloyd-Jones states, “This is a
tremendous statement on the most important subject. From the standpoint of the future
of the Christian church, and the future of the Jews as a nation, nothing is more
important than this.” Romans 11:17-2417 can get very complicated'8 in a number of
ways, however, at the moment we are only dealing with it in how it relates to the mission
of God being sent to the Gentiles, and therefore is somewhat simpler to understand.

Romans 11:17-24 reads:

“17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were
grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, 18 do not be
arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the
root that supports you. 19 Then you will say, Branches were broken off so that | might be grafted
in. 20 That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through
faith. So do not become proud, but stand in awe. 21 For if God did not spare the natural
branches, neither will he spare you. 22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity
toward those who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness.
Otherwise you too will be cut off. 23 And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be
grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut from what is by
nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much
more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree.”

Paul is explaining to the Romans here that the gospel coming to the Gentiles is
not because of anything that they have done or deserved. He takes this time to warn the
Gentiles that are being brought into God’s covenant people that although God’s mission
has come to them, they are not to be boastful of themselves in any way. This warning to
the Gentiles is to remind them that, like Israel’s apostasy which made them broken off

from God, He can do the same to them. Moo mentions in his commentary that “Gentile

17 Jeremiah 11:16-19 and Hosea 14:6-7 uses illustration as Israel being an olive tree. This seems to be
why Paul used the example he did, and even more so that when referring to the branches being cut off,
may have some focus towards the Jews of his own day.

8 As getting “complicated” | am referring to the Dispensational take on the passage which uses verses
17-24 in order to define that there are two separate people groups in which are totally different in identity.
In comparison with the Covenant view which sees the elect Gentiles partaking of the same benefits and
covenantal promises that the nation of Israel had.



believers were apparently convinced that they belonged to a new people of God that
had simply replaced Israel.” Jason Meyer also makes mention of this issue, saying,
“Paul highlights God ability to graft Israel in order to expose and eliminated Gentile
boasting.”1® Paul does not want the Gentiles to receive God’s mission of the gospel only
to see them become prideful or think that Israel is now done with forever. This is very
apparent in Paul’s words as he says in verse 17 that the Gentiles “now share in the
nourishing root of the olive tree.” This is Paul’s way of getting across that the Gentiles
are in no state to boast because they are in dependence upon three things: (1) the root,
(2) Christ, and (3) God.20

However, there is another major importance to this verses which is crucial to the
understanding of what exactly God’s mission was in bringing forth the gospel to the
Gentiles. This is found in Paul’'s words: “Although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in
among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree.” The gospel
which God allowed the Gentiles to partake of comes from the same root which Israel
does; in other words, God’s mission to both Israel and the Gentiles benefited from the
same “root” — their historical promises, blessings, commands, and identity were from the
same place. This now makes all the more sense as we go back to read Paul’s words
given before in Romans 9:6 when he stated: “For not all who are descended from Israel
belong to Israel.” Lloyd-Jones says in relation to this that “the sixth verse of the ninth

chapter is the key to the understanding of the whole of these three chapters.”?' The

19 Jason Meyer, The End of the Law: Mosaic Covenant in Pauline Theology. Ed. E. Ray Clendenen,
(B&H Publishing: Nashville Tennessee, 2009), p. 181.

20 Meyer, The End of the Law. p.182.

21 | loyd-Jones, Romans: Chapter 11. p.103.



importance which is based upon this is the understanding that the New Testament
Church, who now reaps the benefits of God’s mission to all the Gentiles, reaps the
same covenant keeping God who promised a nation to Abraham and gave seed to
Isaac. The “Doctor” refers to this in his message on Romans 11:17 saying,

“Here is the answer: For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel. In other words, as we were
taught there and as, indeed, the whole of the Bible in a sense reminds us, two nations came out
of Abraham as the father and the root. Abraham leads two to two nations; one of them is a natural
nation of people and people, the other is a spiritual nation and people. You remember that he
goes on there in the ninth chapter and says, “Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are
they all children: but, in Isaac shall thy seed by called”.”22

Just as Lloyd-Jones saw this importance,2 it is crucial for us today to understand
that the mission of God sending forth the gospel was not to separate His elect! Let me
say this again for those who may not understand this due to mere wishy-washy
theology, or even the lack thereof: God did not plan two separate plans; He did not have
plan A and plan B. He did not plan that His mission be sent out to the Gentiles, but that
they reap from a different root. The Gentiles nourish off the same root that Israel did —
one root, one covenant promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And today the New
Testament Church — the Gentile believers — to whom the mission of God has moved
forward, nourishes off the same root that the physical nation of Israel once did. Though
not are “Israel” physically, Gentiles are considered “Israel” spiritually because we all
have that same root!

Gentiles were strangers to the gospel, and were not of the chosen nation of

Israel, knowing nothing about God. However, now that God’s mission has been sent

22 | loyd-Jones, Romans: Chapter 11. p.103.

23 Cf. Lloyd-Jones, Romans: Chapter 11. p. 101-116 for a further treatment of Romans 11:17 and his
dealing with what exactly the “root” is, and how that affects the thinking of the Gentile today.



forth to the Gentiles, we are now no longer strangers to His covenant, but are fellow
saints with those who are the remnant of Israel; brothers with Paul, Peter, John, Luke,
Mark, Matthew, Elijah, Solomon, David, Moses, Jacob, Isaac, Abraham, and most of all,
with Jesus. It was the very blood of our elder brother, Jesus Christ, which makes us
near and gives us this shared root. Christ made us brothers of the Covenant Promise2+
with all the Old Testament saints, and the mission to the Gentiles still goes out and
makes more saints of the gospel. We must thank God for this mission that He has
allowed us to partake in — His perfect mission, spreading the gospel to all, going out to
all of mankind to preach, teach, and speak of the good-news which God has brought
forth to us, the Gentiles.?5

This is why the illustration of the olive tree is extremely important to understand.
In it, we see that God brought to the Gentiles the same mission which He gave to Israel,
and therefore, the Gentiles are now inheritors along with the Jews and are of the same
body as the Jews. There is no difference between them. It is as Ephesians 3:6-8 says,

“This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel | was made a minister according to
the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power. To me, though | am the
very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches
of Christ.”

There is no favor in Paul’s eyes; simply, those rooted in the covenant by Christ’s

purchasing are those that have the favor of God upon them.

24 | am referring here to Galatians 3:26-29 when Paul speaks of being “heirs according to the promise.”

25 This idea here comes from Ephesians 2:11-20, “being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel’ and
verses 20, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,* but you are fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God.”



Paul explains his illustration of the olive tree and its branches further as he
makes his point about the Gentiles not boasting in anything. This is extremely important
because it shows us that the church is not to become Anti-Semitic toward Israel.
Although it seems hard to believe that a Gentile believer would be so, it can easily seep
into the house of God where sin abounds. Paul shows in the text that those who broke
off from the tree and root are those who have disobeyed God’s commands, and it was
for their apostasy that the “wild-shoot” was grafted in. Here we see once more that God
used Israel’s apostasy in order that He may send His mission to the Gentiles so that
they can receive the same covenant-keeping promises which Israel had once enjoyed.
We can only imagine what it would have felt like to be a Jew at that time, reading Paul’s
illustration of the olive tree — a metaphor which is so close and so full of meaning to
God’s chosen nation — and yet hear that they have been cut off from it! The olive tree,
whose roots dig deep into the ground and is known for being steadfast throughout all
weather clearly shows a picture of a covenant that is unshakable, unbendable, and
unbreakable; which feeds the Israelites time and time again through battle, through
hardship, through famines, and through exiles. And now they are cut from such
blessings and instead see these pagan Gentiles becoming part of the dear promise
which God gave to the Jews.26

Paul says in verses 19-20:

“Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that | might be grafted in.” That is true. They
were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become
proud, but fear.”

26 Cf. For deeper study on Romans 11:18: Isa. 29:10; Deut. 29:4; [Isa. 43:8; Jer. 5:21; Ezek. 12:2; Eph.
4:18]; See Matt. 13:14.



It is extremely easy to read the text and, as a Gentiles, think higher of one’s self than
the nation of Israel, but Paul, in the end of verse 20, is once again bringing warning to
the Gentiles that they should not become boastful nor proud thinking that they are better
or extra-special since God’s mission has moved forward to them, cutting off Israel. In his
latest work on Romans, R.C. Sproul speaks of Israel’s apostasy and gives his warning
in how it can easily affect Gentiles as well, saying,

“Just as apostasy polluted Israel, it can pollute us. We have seen the unbelievable corruption of
mainline churches that have become monuments of unbelief and apostasy. Just as God cuts off
the branches of Israel, he will cut off the unproductive Gentile branches.”27

This is exactly Paul’s warning: do not boast and do not be prideful; rather, remain
humble, because if you puff yourself up and go astray, leaving the gospel truths, you will
be in danger and apostatized yourself. Romans 11:22 states: “Note then the kindness
and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness to
you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off.” This is
crystal clear — the Gentiles are not to be arrogant to the broken off branches, for it had
nothing to do with neither the broken branches nor the ones grafted in, but it is God’s
mission that His gospel goes forth to all the nations in this manner. Paul’s point is that
the Gentiles must understand that the mission of God has come to them, but just as the
apostasy of Israel cut them off, the Gentiles could also be cut off at anytime.

Paul continues laying out the future of God’s mission in Romans 11 saying, “Lest

you be wise in your own sight, | want you to understand this mystery, brothers: a partial

27 R.C. Sproul, St. Andrew’s Expositional Commentary: Romans. (Crossway: Wheaton, 2009), p. 379.



hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in
this way all Israel will be saved.”?8 God’s mission for the plan of redemption:

* God’s chooses a nation - Romans 11:1-4

* Israel’s apostasy - Romans 11:5-10

* God’s mission sent to the Gentiles - 11:11-24

* The fullness of the Gentiles bring in the future of Israel - Romans 11:25-32

GOD’S PLAN FOR ISRAEL’S SALVATION (25-32) and DOXOLOGY OF GOD’S PLAN FOR His
PEOPLE (33-36)

Here Paul sets forth that the mission of God will come back to His chosen nation,
offering salvation once again to His people.2® For the last three chapters (9, 10 & 11)
Paul has focused upon the salvation of His people and what that meant for Israel. Now
in verses 25-32 we come to what Horner calls the “climatic thrusf=° of what Paul has
been trying to get across. | agree with R.C. Sproul when he says,

“Her temple (Israel’s temple) was removed block by block, and her holy city was devastated and
given over to the control of the Gentiles, but not forever, according to Luke 21 and Romans 11.
There is a future for ethnic Israel and the city of Jerusalem.”31

28 Cf. For a further study of Romans 11:25-32 see the following references in properly understanding the
Future of God’s Mission being sent back to Israel: Isaiah 59:20-21; Ezekiel 37:26-27; Matthew 2:2; Luke
19:9-10; John 12:13, 19:21-22; Romans 1:16-18, 9:20; 11:26; Ephesians 1:9-10, 3:3-6; Hebrews 6:9,
8:12-13, 10:33; 1 Peter 2:9-10.

29 Romans 11:25-32 has become on of the most debated text among theologians today. My suggestion
for further study is what | believe to be a proper understanding of the future of Israel, and study on this
text. Barry Horner, Future of Israel: Why Christian Anti-Judaism Must Be Challenged. (B&H Publishing:
Nashville, 2004), especially pages 253-290. These pages here give what | believe the proper view in the
Future of Israel.

30 Horner, Future of Israel, p. 259.

31 Sproul, Romans, p. 384.



But what becomes the issue in Christianity is the question of how exactly God’s mission
will go back to His ethical nation of Israel. Is it being done now? Has that remnant come
back now? Is it all of the nation, or only some, that will come back?32 This chapter in the
book of Romans is to show exactly what we have been looking at: how God’s mission
was to harden His nation Israel into apostasy to that the gospel would then be sent to
the Gentiles.33 However, it would be recognizing only half of things if we don’t remember
that God’s mission will in fact one day go back to Israel, and will bring in those who then
will see Jesus as Christ. Paul quotes Isaiah, saying, “Israel will be saved, as it is
written, ‘The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob; and
this will be my covenant with them when | take away their sins.” God’s mission now is in
sending out the gospel among His elect (spiritual Israel) but, as Isaiah and Paul say, the
physical Israel still has a future.34 There is importance in Paul’s quoting of Isaiah when
he says that a “Deliverer’ will come. Who might this Deliverer be? Paul answers this in 1
Thessalonians 1:10, naming Christ as mankind’s Deliverer who came to save His
people. It is crucial for the Gentiles to understand that God’s mission of redemption is
not finished. As Sproul states, we are seeing “the next step of redemptive history-God’s

work with ethnic Israel.”35 |t is important that God’s mission is seen in the “fullness of the

32 To what extent of Israel will come back? Cf. For all of Israel: Moo, Romans. p. 710-39. For those
elected of Israel that come to Christ at the end of time: Schreiner, Romans. p. 611-30. For those today
who are Israel being brought into Christianity: Hodge, Romans. p. 371-82.

33 Here lies much debate in Reformed and Covenant Theology in Israel’s Future. There are mainly
three views; 1. Salvation of Jews and Gentiles today. 2.The saving of a remnant of Jews throughout
history, and 3. The salvation of the end-time generation of the Jewish people in the future. Cf. The ESV
Study Bible, p. 2177 for a quick understanding on these three views.

34 | must make mention of the importance of seeing Jesus Christ as Prophet, especially in Luke 21,
Matthew 16, 24 & 25 will help shed much light of His prophecy of God’s mission for the nation of Israel.

35 Sproul, Romans. p.387.



Gentiles” (Romans 11:25), and also that God’s mission will still move further yet, as
“God is not finished with the Jews.”36

This is why Paul ends with his glorious doxology; a text which many are so
familiar with that they can easily recite it, yet may not even know where it is cited:

“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has
been his counselor? Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid? For from him and
through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”

Schreiner calls this “the thematic connection to Romans 9-11737 because Paul’s
theology looks at how God’s mission is played out among both the nation of Israel and
the Gentiles; the importance lies in the truth that God has an exact plan and all that has
happened, and will happen, is His thought, mind, and wisdom — and oh, how great it is!
It is a glorious thing that the Gentiles can enjoy the mission of God’s great gospel which
came forth to them; that He would allow such a gift that they may partake of is an
indescribable goodness.

Paul’s point in ending Romans 11 is not to keep the mind of the Romans — nor
the reader today — in awe of how Israel fell away, allowing Gentiles to be grafted in, and
then looking forward to Israel’s return. This is not Paul’s overall focus. Instead, his focus
is on the greatness of God! Schreiner states this perfectly as he says,

“The theme of Romans emerges clearly at the end of the discussion on the relationship between
the Jews and Gentiles in salvation history (God’s Mission). The salvation of the Jews and
Gentiles is penultimate. What is ultimate is the glory of God... The “amen” in the text indicates
Paul’s intense wish that God’s purpose to receive glory and praise will be realized.”

36 Sproul, Romans. p.387.

37 Schreiner, Romans. p. 635. Cf. Pp. 635-38 on Schreiner’s concluding thoughts on Romans 11:33-36.
Here lies the important of Paul using the Old Testament to conclude His thought in how the greatness of
God’s mission and plan for all of Israel, both the Jews and Gentiles.



Just as Paul did, today’s believers of the gospel ought to stand in awe that God uses all
things for His mission of His gospel, in order that His people may come to His Son,
Jesus Christ, and enjoy His mission for life here on earth, and eternity. For it is Israel’s
God whom the Gentiles and Jews alike serve — a God who, in all things, directs a
mission that is perfect in giving His people exactly what they need. | can’t help but
wonder: How, when knowing this God and tasting His goodness, can one ever

apostatize?



Homiletical Proposals

One Sermon
The Grafting of the Gospel to the Gentiles
I. The Hardening of Israel by God (1-10)
Il. The Gospel going to the Gentiles (11-16)

[1l. The Warning of Boasting for the Gentiles (17-24)

Multiple Sermon Series
The Hardening of Israel and Its Purpose for the Gospel
l. Israel’s Apostasy from the Gospel (1-4)
. Israel’s Remnant in the Gospel (5-6)
[ll. Israel’s failure in the Gospel (7-10)
IV. Israel’s Apostasy for the sake of the Gospel (11-12)
The Mission of the Gospel to the Gentiles
l. Israel’s Stumbling causes Salvation of the Gentiles (11-12)
. Israel’s Jealousy causes a Mission to the Gentiles (13-16)
[ll. A Warning to Gentiles to Not Boast in Themselves but the Gospel (17-24)
Israel’s Future with the Gospel
I. God’s Mystery of the Gospel to Israel (25-27)
Il. God’s Mercy upon Israel with the Gospel (28-32)

Praise to God for His Plan in the Gospel



I. Oh how Great is God (33)
Il. “The Lord’s Mind” (34-35)

[1l. “All Things” (36)

Important Sermon

God’s Salvation for His People
I. The hardening of Israel (1-10)
[l. The mission to the Gentiles (11-24)
[ll. The plan for Israel (25-320

IV. The Glory of God (33-36)
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